

The Board of Commissioners recently authorized a Request for Proposals to receive information and proposals to significantly upgrade the number of public safety communication towers in the County. Those proposals are currently under review by a committee of local public safety officials.
911 Central Dispatch has reported that the VHF simulcast system, and the back-up system, is operable, but does need maintenance which we are in the process of securing through the vendor. The County is working to ensure that the system is fully operational as intended. In 2023, the Board of Commissioners approved a request to repair the VHF system and will certainly review any additional needs associated with the system.
The Board of Commissioners also approved the purchase of new EMS computer-aided dispatching software in late 2024. The Board of Commissioners has and will continue to invest in public safety upgrades.
When the Board of Commissioners invited requests for ARPA funding back in 2022, concerns regarding the VHF system and communication tower expansion were not shared at that time, but have subsequently been brought forward. Communication tower expansion is a significant, multi-million-dollar expenditure and the Board of Commissioners has been preparing financially to be in a position to make these upgrades.
The Board of Commissioners has given and will continue to give special attention to 911, communication towers, computer-aided dispatch systems, and other public safety needs while relying on the reports and guidance of our subject matter experts.


