[image: ]
image1.jpeg
HARTLAND CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS

Chuck Hughes, Superintendent
9525 E. Highland Road Telephone (8811%) %22%;221%(1
. F: 1
Howell, Michigan 48843 ax (810)

December 8, 2025

Dear Parents,

situation occurred recently that resulted in a change of teacher in your child's
re may be individuals wishing to know more about
we want to share the following

As you are aware, a
classroom recently. We have been made aware that the 0
what happened. To provide transparent and direct information to you,

regarding what happened:

On November 21, 2025, your child's teacher dressed the children up like turkeys for a Thanksgiving
picture. Unfortunately, the teacher made an extremely unwise decision to also have an image of a hunter
with a gun displayed on the interactive board behind them when the picture was taken (see below). While
the decision to arrange the hunter behind the class picture was a grossly poor decision, the teacher then
chose to send the picture, via a text message, to some colleagues with the heading "which one should we
pick off first". :

Staff who received this text immediately notified the building administration, who quickly notified the
HCS district administration, and an investigation expeditiously ensued. The investigation found that the
teacher understood and took full responsibility for the enormity of these poor decisions. The teacher
explained that it was intended to be a “joke” with those who received the text message. It was determined
that no child was ever in danger and the employee clearly made a despicable and thoughtless decision by
arranging the picture and then sending the inappropriate text. This situation was handled within one
school business day. The reason that we did not share this information earlier is because this was a
personnel issue and there was not a direct threat to a child. The children did not even see the picture
behind them according to the adult witnesses in the classroom.

The employee is no longer employed by the district and the situation has been reported to a Livingston
County Sherriff Office deputy whose initial response to the text picture was that there was “no criminal
activity”. At this time the incident is closed on our part, and any further actions will be up to law
enforcement and the Livingston County Prosecutor’s office.

Again, we are confident that no child was in danger at any time and decisions were made to immediately
address the actions of the employee, who is no longer employed by the district.

Sincerely,

Jessica Pasienza, Director of Early Learning
Carol Hayes, Director of Community Education
Charles Hughes, Superintendent





