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Celebrate Summerfest and support a Cleary student
(HOWELL, MI) Cleary University Senior Julea Fisher was “kicking it out of the park” with her education, soccer scholarship, resident assistant role and part-time receptionist position at Cleary, while maintaining a 3.5 GPA.

In almost an instant, it all started slipping away from her. Fisher was diagnosed with compartment syndrome, a medical condition that, if left untreated, could result in permanent injury.

She had to quit the Cleary soccer team for good, interrupt her studies and request an absence from her job so she could concentrate on the pending surgery on both legs and her prognosis. 

“I was struggling and I was stressed; I couldn’t play soccer anymore, and I had no money to finish school. It was my dream to get my degree. I only had one semester to go. I was so close, but it seemed so far out of my reach,” she reflects. 

That’s when she learned about Cleary’s Gift of Graduation, a scholarship Cleary awards to students like Fisher who face financial hardships at a critical time in their education – a few months before they can complete their final college credits and earn their degree.

Thanks to fundraising events like Cleary Summerfest as well as generous financial donations throughout the year from the community, Gift of Graduation funds can help Fisher and many other Cleary juniors and seniors complete their degree without interruption. 

Fisher will earn her bachelor’s degree in business communications from Cleary in December. She applied for, and accepted, a full-time position at Cleary as its Enrollment Management 
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Coordinator, and she will continue to work full-time while taking the last 15 credits she needs to reach the finish line!

“It’s going to be a challenge but I never back down from one!” Fisher says with hope, excitement and determination.

“I knew it was going to be hard paying for my education on my own, but thankfully, I received a soccer scholarship, landed an RA position and got a part-time job at Cleary, which covered my tuition costs. I never anticipated a medical setback that almost took it all away from me.

“I am so grateful for the Gift of Graduation and hope these funds continue to be available to help other students facing financial hardships,” Fisher says. 
Cleary Summerfest supports students like Julea Fisher
You can help dozens of Cleary students like Julea Fisher who, through unforeseen financial hardships, may not be able to complete their degree. Buy a ticket to Summerfest 2024!

Cost is only $50 a person ($30 for designated drivers) and includes tacos, tequila samplings and tunes by The Laith Al-Saadi Trio (designated drivers’ tickets include tacos, soft drinks and the concert).

To purchase tickets for Cleary Summerfest: Tacos, Tequila & Tunes, visit cleary.edu/summerfest2024.

Gift of Graduation helps students in need

The Gift of Graduation provides desperately needed assistance to Cleary juniors and seniors who are close to graduation but short on funds. Every student who is forced to leave school this close to graduation represents a major loss, not only for themselves, but for their family, prospective employers waiting to hire Cleary graduates, and the community. Cleary’s goal is to help students bridge the gap for needed funding so they can cross that graduation finish line. 

To donate to the "Gift of Graduation,” visit www.cleary.edu/gift-of-graduation-scholarship/ or send an email to tegan@cleary.edu 
About Cleary University
Founded in 1883, Cleary University is a four-year, world-class accredited university, offering 
undergraduate and graduate degrees from a unique Business Arts curriculum, driven by a 
faculty of thought leaders with deep, practical experience in their industries. Providing on-
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campus and online education models, Cleary provides a robust athletic program and a rich 
residence life with nearly 200 students living on the quiet, rolling 50-acre campus. Cleary graduates tend to land jobs faster than their peers and with higher earning salaries at the start of their careers.

Cleary University: 

· Ranked #5 in the nation for best online business degree (University HQ)

· Ranked #3 in Michigan for best average starting salary two years post-graduation (US Department of Education)

· Ranked #5 in the US for its student debt ratio to starting salaries (Wall Street Journal)

· Ranked ninth best university in the US for its MBA online leadership degree program (OnlineMastersDegrees.org)

· Named “Best for Vets College in 2022” by Military Times 
· Earned Gold Level Veteran-Friendly status from The Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency two years in a row for continued excellence in serving military-connected students 

###
MAIN CAMPUS // 3750 CLEARY DRIVE, HOWELL MI 48843
DETROIT EDUCATION CENTER // 2470 COLLINGWOOD ST, DETROIT, MI 48206

CLEARY.EDU. 800-686-1883


