Subject: Gutter water being routed to Brewer rd causing a safety issue and damaging the road.
 
Hello,

This is in regards to a situation at 2255 Brewer rd where the property owner has his rain gutters plumbed to a pipe that is directed at the road and has been causing a safety hazard and is a public nuisance on Brewer rd for many years.
 
*This is an all-year issue with water keeping the road wet at ALL times.

*It is constant and very large and very deep potholes with water in them at all times and this is at the very top of a hill which should be dry.

*It causes cars that know the area to stop and wait for the car going north to pass so they can use other side of the road to pass the potholes.

*Per photos the discharge pipe is rusty, I have never seen rusty rain water. It's evidence that a softener is probably dumping into this drain.

*It causes people to either drive super slow or super fast.

*It causes people to have to travel on the wrong side of the road.

*It has in the past caused me to chase 2 hubcaps that got knocked off my car by hitting the holes. One was destroyed.

*It has caused at least one roll-over accident which caused an explorer to slip on the ice and climb the hill and roll over with a child in the car. The lady was the city of Howell police dispatcher.

*Neighbor across the street from address complained to me once that the salt water from the softener that Vess is pumping into the road corrodes his wheels on his car on the driver's side from having to drive through the water to get his mail.

*The road commission has been working on this hill for years and CANNOT fix this. I'm not sure why they have a hard time putting a nice high crown on this part of the road. A really good crown may help a lot and keep the water at the base of the hill and very edge of road. Despite new gravel a week ago the potholes are heading past the middle of the road in less than a week.


*The previous owner of the home allowed the neighbors to help maintain the private drain, they all worked together to keep this water level down. 

*Keep in mind that there is no ditch on this part of the road at all. If there was a ditch there would be no problem at all. There never was a ditch here and the road commission cannot even try to put one here as there are 2 mailboxes right on the bottom of the hill.

*To move this drain a mere 30' to the north would put this discharge into a somewhat normal ditch but to run it to the north from his house instead of out to the road, it would literally bother nothing as it would go into woods and then into a ditch. This drain is probably only 40' long at the most. Really small job to redirect.


*There is no visibility coming from the north as the potholes are just over the crest of the hill which causes cars to swerve abruptly or be forced to hit a pothole that can generate to a foot deep overnight.

*This complaint was submitted last August to be sent to the board. 

*One fix would be to violate the owner for this issue or convince him it's a problem and needs to be moved. It's really an easy fix. I will even loan this guy my trencher to move this drain, it is literally a 20 min job. I will even buy the 4'' drain pipe for him and drop it off. He can cover it up.


*Maybe the township needs to have another gravel train or so of gravel put on this hill.

*I am positive there is an ordinance to cover this as I know you cannot redirect water to other's properties. The road is the public's property. Even though this is only one issue I don't think people should do anything to damage a roadway. Although most people that done something like this and realized that its causing issues with the road would change it, I think we need an ordinance for the ones whom don't.

*In addition to all of this and the neighbors all battling, another property owner has a new culvert installed (NOT TO CODE) that is literally damming up 6 other properties and causing the water to not pass her driveway. There are codes for this. No one seems to care.

*The photos attached to this email are not right after a rain, these are all taken well over a week since a rain.

