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Cleary University ‘hangs Clothesline’ during Sexual Assault Awareness Month

(HOWELL, MI) Cleary University is joining hands with LACASA Center of Livingston County to support survivors of sexual violence through the Clothesline Project, a powerful T-shirt exhibit that conveys the magnitude of how sexual violence affects victims, survivors and the community. Cleary also will host a Clothesline Project presentation and discussion on Wednesday, April 19 at noon.

During National Sexual Assault Awareness Month in April, “Cleary is honored to partner with LACASA for such a powerful cause,” announces Associate Dean of Students Matt Oliver. “It is our hope that the Clothesline Project will be an empowering event for survivors of sexual violence and an inspiring one for their supporters. We also hope this event brings deeper awareness to our community about the current reality of sexual violence in our local communities and the importance of participating in causes that seek to stop violence that is so destructive across the world.”

The Clothesline Project exhibit will hang in the Cleary Commons through Wednesday, April 19. Hours to view it are Monday through Saturday 10:30 am to 3 pm. The T-shirts on the clothesline include symbolic messages from survivors and supporters.
The Clothesline Project presentation and DIY event on April 19 from noon to 2 pm in Cleary Commons features LACASA Sexual Assault Team Manager Sherry Boroto who will discuss the dynamics of sexual assault. The public is welcome to attend and create their own T-shirt in support of survivors. Cleary will provide T-shirts and art supplies.

“The Clothesline Project provides a sense of support for victims and survivors,’ notes Boroto. “We invite the public to attend the discussion and join in creating T-shirts that give voice to this complex issue.”

(more)
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The Clothesline Project began in 1990 in Cape Cod, MA, when 31 T-shirts were hung by victims of sexual assault as a way to express their emotions. Since that time, Clothesline Projects are exhibited internationally every April during National Sexual Assault Awareness Month. This expressive initiative raises public awareness about the impact of sexual violence experienced by girls, boys, women and men throughout the world.

Here are a few alarming statistics about sexual assault:

· Over half of all women and about one out of three men have been victims of sexual violence in their lifetime.

· Every 68 seconds, an American is sexually assaulted.

· About one in four girls and one in 13 boys in the United States experience child sexual abuse.

LACASA Center is a locally based nonprofit organization that provides help and hope for victims of abuse. It protects, advocates for, and empowers victims and survivors of child abuse, domestic violence and sexual assault. LACASA’s Sexual Assault Response Center provides all services at no charge for victims, survivors and their families. To learn more about LACASA, visit lacasacenter.org.

About Cleary University

Founded in 1883, Cleary University is a four-year, world-class accredited university, offering undergraduate and graduate degrees from a unique Business Arts curriculum, driven by a 

faculty of thought leaders with deep, practical experience in their industries. Providing on-campus and online education models, Cleary provides a robust athletic program and a rich 

residence life with nearly 200 students living on the quiet, rolling 50-acre campus. Cleary

graduates tend to land jobs faster than their peers and with higher earning salaries at the start of their careers.

Cleary University is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission, a proud member of the HLC Standard Pathway, and an approved institution by the National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements. A nonprofit university, Cleary’s campus is located at 3750 Cleary Drive, 
Howell, MI 48843, (800) 686-1883 with an education center within the Durfee Innovation Society at 2470 Collingwood St., Detroit, MI 48206.
(more)
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Cleary University: 

· Ranked #5 in the nation for best online business degree (University HQ)

· Ranked #3 in Michigan for best average starting salary two years post-graduation (US Department of Education)

· Ranked #5 in the entire country for its student debt ratio to starting salaries (Wall Street Journal)
· Named “Best for Vets College in 2022” by Military Times 

· Earned Gold Level Veteran-Friendly status from The Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency (MVAA) for continued excellence in serving military-connected students in Michigan

To learn more about Cleary University, visit its website: https://cleary.edu. 
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