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PRESS RELEASE – March 31, 2022
A beautiful evening of celebration, tears, hugs, laughter and fabulous live music at Crystal Gardens was had by guests at Livingston County Catholic Charities’ (LCCC) Salute to the Stars Celebration on March 26, 2022. Community STARS honored were, Teri and Miguel Cancel (Foster Care Parents) and Preston Sporer (Special Ministries volunteer). Several staff were called out for their 20+ year’s of service at LCCC and in the community. State Representative Ann Bollin honored LCCC’s recently deceased co-worker and Director of Substance Abuse Prevention, Megan Palmer, with a Lifetime Achievement Tribute from the House of Representatives. Tears were shed as we continue to grieve her loss, but Rep. Bollin brought joy to all who knew Megan in celebrating her tremendous work in our county with substance abuse prevention and education.

Special guest speaker, Rebecca Raether-Hartman, shared her personal journey with mental health and addiction to healing and New Tomorrows for her and her family.  Rebecca is a tremendous and inspiring woman, wife and mother who has gone on to get her Masters of Science Degree in Radiologic Science and provides compassionate and empathetic care for all she serves. She volunteers in our community and is a strong advocate for mental health and substance abuse treatment and prevention – even taking it to the steps of the State Capitol through the UFam Community activities (Unite to Face Addiction – Michigan). 
Other fun activities included a silent auction and photobooth by Christine Asher along with a delicious dinner through the culinary talents of the Crystal Gardens chef and staff.  To cap off the evening, guests enjoyed listening and dancing to the live music by Denise Davis and the Motor City Sensations.  Event photos by photographer, Sarah Robinson, and photobooth photos can be found on LCCC’s website at: https://www.livingstoncc.org/salute-to-the-stars-march-26-2022/.
All of us at Livingston County Catholic Charities are very grateful for the support that we receive for this event and for all other efforts that strengthen the work that we do at the agency.  Executive Director Mark Robinson shares, “The support that we receive from donors, our guests and sponsors strengthen our ability to provide life-changing and life-saving services.  It also helps the Board and co-workers to know that the community supports the work that we do.  The funds raised will support the critical services this agency provides to Livingston County residents.”
The event was made possible by sponsors:  Weingartz, Donna England, Gerry & Beth Munsell, Elizabeth & Bruce Hundley, Chestnut Development, Garrison Enterprises LLC, MATEM LLC, St. Joseph Mercy Health System, Agent Rx, Bredernitz Wagner & Co PC, Laser Etching Etcetera, Micro Works Computing Inc., Anne Pavlic & Mark Robinson, CNJ Storage of Perry, EctoHR Inc., K of C #13450, Patrick Financial Group, Pinckney Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram, and Don Root. 
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