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Anti-Voter Bill Watered Down

State Sen. Lana Theis has been forced to back down from her anti-voter measure that would have required voters to photocopy their ID and mail it to their local clerk every time they request an absentee ballot for every single election for their lives.

A substitute for Theis’ SB285 was introduced at a Senate Elections Committee hearing on Wednesday.

“The original SB285 was a blatant attempt to make it harder for people to vote, including anyone who doesn’t have a photocopy machine in their home or would have trouble finding one. She should be ashamed of herself for introducing it. The substitute is only slightly less onerous, but at least it’s an admission that she faced a backlash when she tried to undermine our right to vote absentee for no reason guaranteed by the Michigan Constitution,” said Judy Daubenmier, chair of the Livingston County Democratic Party.

The substitute requires voters applying for an absentee ballot to include their driver’s license, state ID number, or last four digits of his or her Social Security number on the application or attach a photocopy of another form of identification. Failure to include those will mean the voter must be mailed a provisional ballot instead of a regular ballot. Provisional ballots are rarely counted in Michigan. Voters are expected to show up at their clerk’s office after the election to prove they are eligible to vote, but few realize that. 
Three Livingston County Democrats testified against Theis’ bill at Wednesday’s hearing. Gayle Steele of Green Oak Township said the substitute bill still amounted to requiring people to re-register to vote every time they request an absentee ballot. “I shouldn’t have to re-register to vote for every election,” she said. The mistrust in the election system the bill was supposed to address was actually created by lies and false information spread by some elected officials, she said.
Paul Richardson of Brighton said requiring anything beyond a signature to prove identity was excessive. “A signature is the most secure form of identification because it is a biometric,” he said, adding that signatures have been used to prove identity for millenia. They have even been used to prove authorship of certain parts of the Bible, including the letters of Paul, he said. Richardson, who is blind, does not have a driver’s license and would find it hard to travel someplace to make a photocopy of other identifying information. 
Daubenmier said the new requirement will be confusing to people and some may copy their driver’s license number incorrectly. Without a correct driver’s license number, a voter will receive a provisional ballot and may not know they must go to the clerk’s office within six days after the election to prove their identity. As a result, many voters’ ballots will be thrown out unjustly.

In 2020, some 60 percent of the voters in Livingston County voted absentee and more than half of them voted Republican. “Republicans may think they are only causing trouble for voters in some other part of the state, but the fact is many people right here in Livingston County will stumble with this brand new requirement and will end up with a provisional ballot without realizing it. The original bill and the substitute show how much contempt Lana Theis has for the people in her district who voted for her. She is willing to risk their ballots being thrown out in the future in order to keep spreading the Big Lie about fraud in the 2020 election,” Daubenmier said.
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