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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: New Hudson, MI Accident Number: CEN21LA104

Date & Time: January 2, 2021, 15:41 Local Registration: N8347P

Aircraft: Piper PA-24-250 Injuries: 3 Fatal

Flight Conducted 
Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On January 2, 2021, at 1541 eastern standard time, a Piper PA-24-250 airplane, N8347P, was destroyed 
when it was involved in an accident in New Hudson, Michigan. The pilot and two passengers were 
fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal 
flight.

There was no record that the pilot obtained a weather briefing or filed a flight plan on the day of the 
accident. He departed Cherokee County Airport (CNI), Canton, GA at 1221 and flew GPS (Global 
Positioning System) direct at 7,500 ft, estimated to arrive at Y47 at 1542. The pilot was not instrument 
rated. 

About 1457, while inbound at 7,000 ft, the pilot established radio communications with the Detroit 
TRACON (terminal radar approach control). After the pilot was given the Detroit altimeter setting, the 
pilot asked the approach controller if there had been any icing PIREPs (pilot reports). The controller 
replied that there had not been any for the past hour and added that a pilot landing at Willow Run 
Airport (YIP), Ypsilanti, Michigan, located 16 miles south of Y47, had reported no icing in the clouds, 
and said the cloud bases were at 300 ft. The controller asked the pilot his intentions, and the pilot 
replied he would “give it (the approach) a shot.” The pilot added that if he had to make a missed 
approach, he would proceed to Oakland County International Airport (PTK), Pontiac, Michigan, located 
13 miles northeast of Y47. The controller reiterated that the cloud bases in the area were reported to 
be 300 ft. 

The pilot was cleared to descend to 4,000 ft, then to 3,000 ft, and instructed to fly a heading of 020° to 
intercept the final approach course. The controller then told the pilot to maintain 2,700 ft or above 
until established on the final approach course. Although the pilot was cleared for the VOR-A or GPS-A 
approach, it had been NOTAMed (Notice to Airmen) as unavailable. This notice was displayed on the 
Information Display System (IDS) at the radar position. The controller told the pilot to contact the 
Common Traffic Advisory Frequency (CTAF) and to report back to him if he executed a missed 
approach or cancelled his IFR clearance after landing.
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The airplane continued to descend to about 1,900 ft msl and passed over Y47. It then appeared to 
climb slightly to about 2,000 ft before it entered two descending left hand spiral turns at decreasing 
airspeed. Track data was lost about 1541 near the accident location, which was about ½-mile north of 
Y47. There was a post-impact fire that destroyed the airplane and did substantial damage to a house. 
There were no ground injuries, but a cat inside the house was fatally injured..

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Piper Registration: N8347P

Model/Series: PA-24-250 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: No

Operator: Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: IMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: PTK,981 ft msl Observation Time: 15:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 13 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 1°C /-1°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:  / , 

Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 600 ft AGL Visibility: 8 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.07 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Canton, GA (CNI) Destination: New Hudson, MI (Y47)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: On-ground

Total Injuries: 3 Fatal Latitude, 
Longitude:

42.509573,-83.623552 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Scott, Arnold

Additional Participating Persons: Dave Zwicker; FAA; Belleville, MI
John Hirsch; Piper Aircraft; Vero Beach, FL
Ryan Enders; Lycoming; Williamsport, PA

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.



Page 3 of 3 CEN21LA104

This is preliminary information, subject to change, and may contain errors. Any errors in this report will be corrected when 
the final report has been completed.


