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Livingston Democrats Welcome Governor’s Call to “Fix the Damn Road Ahead”


Gov. Gretchen Whitmer showed Wednesday night that she has her priorities right for the state of Michigan – work together to beat covid and “get Michigan back to work.” 

“The governor is absolutely correct that the first step to rebuilding the state’s economy is driving down covid infections and deaths,” said Judy Daubenmier, chair of the Livingston County Democratic Party.

“The proof is in the numbers: Michigan is one of only two US states with fewer than 25 new daily cases per 100,000 people and one of only two with no county with more than 50 new daily cases per 100,000.” 


Daubenmier noted that the governor was correct that safety is her first job and that mandating mask use and limiting large gatherings have made it possible to keep many businesses operating.


The governor’s listening tour is a good step to seek common ground for the road ahead, Daubenmier said.

Local Democrats also are pleased that the Governor acknowledged the ways in which Covid has laid bare the startling inequities in educational opportunity for our children and grandchildren. 
The governor’s call to extend affordable broadband service to our rural residents is especially suited to Livingston County, Daubenmier said, noting that local Democratic candidates last year called for a county committee to study broadband gaps in rural areas.


Her call for Michigan residents to come together is also needed, Daubenmier said.


Several of her legislative priorities are right in line with local priorities – $500 million Michigan Clean Water Plan to address water quality, wastewater treatment, and every aspect of ensuring clean water for drinking and recreating, as well as a record amount of funding to “fix the damn roads.”

“We hope that local lawmakers will answer the governor’s call to approve her MI Covid Recovery Plan which includes help for small businesses, restoring unemployment benefits to 26 weeks from 20, and making in-person school an option by March 1 where it is not currently the practice,” Daubenmier said.
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