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January 21, 2020
PRESS RELEASE

Livingston County Catholic Charities (LCCC) received two grants recently to support our Special Ministries of Livingston County (SMLC) program and our Prevention of Elder Abuse Neglect and Exploitation (P.E.A.N.E.) program.

The first grant came from the CPPS Heritage Mission Fund for $10,000.00 for SMLC and the second from, the Harry A. & Margaret D. Towsley Foundation for $8,000.00 in support of P.E.A.N.E. activities in Livingston County.
SMLC is a newly acquired program for Livingston County Catholic Charities, officially becoming a program in November 2020.  The program provides activities for adults with cognitive and/or physical disabilities with a focus on offering growth in personal relationships, continual learning, recreational and spiritual development. Grant funds from CPPS Heritage Mission Fund will strengthen the program to help to support general operations and programming. 

SMLC, currently operating virtually due to COVID-19, looks forward to resuming our in-person, exciting array of programming such as adaptive archery, bowling, dances and more as soon as it is safe to provide in-person activities, thanks in part to the support of CPPS Heritage Mission Fund. Program staff, in the meantime, have been scheduling an array of virtual programming and partnering with ARC of Livingston and Center for Independent Living to provide educational opportunities, virtual activities and more to help with isolation and loneliness by allowing participants to stay connected.
One participant shares, “My favorite thing about coming to Special Ministries’ activities is making new friends and having fun!”

The second grant was awarded by the Harry A. & Margaret D. Towsley Foundation to support LCCC’s Prevention of Elder Abuse Neglect and Exploitation efforts in our county, a program LCCC initiated in 2017 due to the tremendous rise in recent years in elder abuse. As part of the program, a P.E.A.N.E. coalition was formed with local and state specialists in a variety of disciplines. 
The Michigan Dept. of Attorney General provides the following definition of Elder Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation: “Elder and vulnerable adult abuse, neglect and exploitation are behaviors committed against an elder or vulnerable adult who is unable to protect himself or herself due to a mental or physical impairment or due to advanced age.”

The Attorney General’s office goes on to say, “Often the perpetrators are trusted family members, neighbors, friends or their caregivers. Abuse can occur in the person's home, in the home of another person or in licensed settings such as adult foster care, homes for the aged or nursing homes.”

The senior population (60+ years) is the fastest growing population in Livingston County and throughout the US.  According to the 2010 census, the senior population in Livingston County has increased by over 66% between 2000-2010 and is projected to increase by another 146% by the year 2040. 
Mental impairment such as dementia, Alzheimer’s and social isolation are two major factors that contribute to the vulnerability of our senior population. As a good part of our county is still rural, we have many isolated seniors and now COVID-19 has pushed our whole society to isolation, increasing the opportunity for abuse, neglect and exploitation. 

According to the National Center for Elder Abuse (NCEA), elder abuse has become a major public health problem.  In their 2015 study, the NCEA estimates that financial abuse has cost older Americans between $2.9 billion and $36.5 billion annually.  Sadly, elder abuse is vastly underreported.  The NCEA estimates that only 1 in 14 cases of elder abuse is reported so it is hard to have exact figures of cost and numbers abused. 

NCEA also notes that elder abuse is also associated with increased rates of hospitalization; elders are at a greater risk of dying sooner; and have higher levels of psychological distress than non-victims. As it is estimated that approximately 60% of the abuse is caused by a family member (adult children or spouse), many seniors are reluctant to come forward to report the abuse.  Additionally, many professionals working with our senior population often miss the signs of abuse due to lack of awareness and inadequate training on detecting elder abuse.  The P.E.A.N.E. coalition’s mission is to educate the greater public, medical professionals, retail personnel and seniors themselves to help decrease elder abuse. 
Mark Robinson, LCCC Executive Director, states, “On behalf of the Coworkers and Board of Directors, we are truly grateful for the support provided by the Harry A. & Margaret D. Towsley Foundation and the CPPS Heritage Mission Fund.  Thank you for this support as we strive to respond to the needs of Livingston County.” 
LCCC’s P.E.A.N.E. program staff and coalition members are available to provide educational seminars and programs, virtually and in-person under State mandated and CDC guidelines. Please call Beth, LCCC Prevention Specialist, at 517-545-5944 for more information.
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