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Republicans Slap Voters in the Face by Running from Debates

“For the first time in decades, hardly any Republican is willing to face the voters of Livingston County and explain why they deserve to hold office. That’s a slap in the face of voters and a sign that they are cowards who are afraid they would be asked to defend the legacy of Trump.”


So said Judy Daubenmier, chair of the Livingston County Democratic Party, after nearly every Republican for county-wide office, state representative, and county commission refused to participate in candidate forums sponsored by the League of Women Voters.  

            “Our candidates were looking forward to telling voters that they support better services for seniors, more transportation options, better internet service, and more outreach to veterans. But Republicans were afraid to have us contrast those plans with their poor record of providing services.

“I’m not surprised. If my president lied about the coronavirus and let 200,000 people die needlessly while his party tried to strip health care from people, I’d be afraid to face voters, too.

“Besides that, I’m sure David Reader was afraid of having to explain why he wanted to be prosecutor when he has little recent experience with criminal cases. Was it because he just wanted to serve 18 months so he could qualify for a pension and then resign so his friend and campaign treasurer could be appointed?


“Was Commissioner Wes Nakigiri afraid of having to explain why he stripped reproductive health care from county employees? And was Register of Deeds Brandon Denby afraid he’d be asked why he seldom shows up for work? Multiple people have told us that they tried to set up meetings with him, but were always told he wasn’t in the office.”

People can begin voting on Thursday, and Daubenmier said she hopes they’ll remember how cowardly Republicans were. “Democrats showed up to face the voters and, if elected, they’ll show up and do the job,” she said.


The party has 38 candidates for state, county, and township offices on the ballot this  year, about triple the usual number.
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