[bookmark: _GoBack]Steve Williams made a lot of sense in his comments to the board Monday night. Livingston County residents do not deserve to be yelled at and called a liar by their public officials, and the former sheriff’s behavior was rude and totally unacceptable. 
But the claim that Livingston County Democrats somehow colluded with Steve Williams to criticize Commissioner Bezotte is just crazy. I don’t need anybody to tell me when to stand up against bigotry and neither did the rest of the people who were at the commission’s meeting earlier this month.
Bob Bezotte has embarrassed the entire board and really the entire county with his behavior, but it’s a shame that the only response from the Republican Party is to call on the commission to stop broadcasting its meetings in order to keep the public in the dark about the behavior of their elected officials. What’s next? Closing the meetings entirely? 
Sweeping this problem under the rug won’t make it go away. We need to address the deeper problem of intolerance in our community and stop reinforcing outsiders’ stereotypes. I think we need to re-invigorate the excellent Livingston County Diversity Council and build public support for its work.
Next fall, we will have well-qualified, smart candidates on the ballot.  Any Republicans and independents who are sick and tired of such juvenile behavior, both locally and nationally, can throw out elected officials who show such disrespect for the public and replace them with people who will focus on economic development, transportation, affordable housing, and other issues that face Livingston County residents. 
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